Leslie Hodson was an experimental particle physicist who developed cloud and spark chamber techniques in the study of cosmic rays. Yet, despite his achievements in the field, he believed that the most useful thing he did was prevent asbestos from being used in the construction of the new campus at the University of Leeds in the 1960s.
the tracks produced in a cloud chamber. However, the cores of cosmic ray air-showers have vast numbers of particle tracks, all of which had to be examined in detail. It was painstaking work and at the end of it Leslie and his team came to the conclusion that there was no evidence that free quarks existed.
The visual and photographic techniques Leslie used were both labour-intensive and expensive and, towards the end of his career, this became a seriously limiting factor. More recent experiments replaced the cameras with electronic techniques using charge read-out from vast numbers of wires and strips. However, now, in an era where high-resolution digital photography is cheap and the computer power to process it ubiquitous, a return to visual and photographic techniques offers simplicity and elegance, and a further potential reduction in cost.
Leslie was a Methodist and a teetotaller. He had a huge range of interests, including philosophy, genealogy, planning, architecture, music, education and modern art. He was a founder member of his local residents' association and fought inappropriate developments. He was also a keen gardener, winning prizes at his local horticultural society for fruit and vegetables, including greenhouse-grown peaches. 
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